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When I told him that school would start in distance learning

this fall, he threw his arms open wide and started spinning.

“That’s a big reaction,” I said. “What’s going on?”

My 5-year-old didn’t stop twirling when he shouted his

answer, “I’m excited I won’t die!”

* * *

Last year, before we knew he was autistic, I took Owen to a

mandatory kindergarten screening. Outside in Minneapolis,

the oak leaves had already turned bright red. Inside the

school building, I sat in a hard grey plastic chair, the kind that

seemed old the day it was made. I waited there while a

woman with short brown hair took Owen to the other side of

a fuzzy cubicle wall. After, I sat in a different hard plastic

chair to hear the results. “He won’t be successful in

Kindergarten,” she said.

What did she mean? Owen knew more about black holes

than anyone else in my life. Surely he could handle sight

words and circle time. She tilted her chin, looked over her

glasses, and said, “But he can’t hop.”

By the time the leaves dropped, I had purchased a white 3-

inch binder to organize Owen’s appointments: occupational
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therapist, psychologist, a hockey team’s worth of early

childhood special educators. I had to buy extra binder

dividers to account for each one. The goal of it all: help Owen

be successful when he went to the Big K, kindergarten.

The week we were supposed to finalize Owen’s special

education plan, the trees budded green and the NBA

suspended their season. We postponed our meeting.

We postponed everything. The binder stayed on the shelf,

tucked between Social Skills Activities for Kids and The

Ultimate Book of Space. “Early intervention is critical,”

autism experts will tell you. But here we were. Without

intervention of any kind.
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Latest Stories

Courtesy of Emily P.G. Erickson

I had imagined it so clearly: Owen, his blonde hair long the

way he likes it, turning from a hug to run up the steps of his

big kid school. He’d be wearing an outer space backpack

bigger than his back and holding his beloved piece of

macrame cord, something his special education plan would

explicitly permit.

Story continues

Our goal is to create a safe and engaging place for users to connect over interests
and passions. In order to improve our community experience, we are temporarily
suspending article commenting.
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4m ago

20m ago

21m ago

USA TODAY

Election 2020 live updates: In reversal, canvassers in
Michigan county certify election
The Department of Homeland Security's cyber chief,
Christopher Krebs, was ousted by President Donald Trump
on Tuesday.

USA TODAY

Coronavirus updates: Los Angeles plans curfew
among new restrictions; Illinois encourages virtual
Th k i i 248K US d hU.S. nears 250K deaths, tops 11.3M cases. New Orleans
cancels 2021 Mardi Gras parades. Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb
in quarantine. Latest COVID news.

South Shore Callesto Twin Mate's and Captain's Bed
with Drawers
Shop Everything Home, All in One Place. Get FREE two day-
shipping on thousands of items.

The Week

Michigan's Wayne County Board of Canvassers
reverses course, certifies election results
The Wayne County Board of Canvassers unanimously voted
on Tuesday night to certify the results of the Nov. 3 election,
after earlier reaching a deadlock when the two Republican…

USA TODAY

In California: Masks are now required in public; Project Roomkey gets $62 million
Plus: California lawmakers go to Maui, indoor restaurants are riskiest for COVID-19 transmission and a
music festival is postponed for the third time.

Ad • Wayfair
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22m ago

34m ago

36m ago

38m ago

The Daily Beast

Trump Fumes
That Biden Will
G h P iAs prospects for
an effective
vaccination for…

Company Cotton Unisex Face Mask, Set of Three -...
We're All About Comfort.

CBS News

New COVID-19 restrictions in place as 73,000
hospitalized
With the coronavirus crisis now at a breaking point, more
states are cracking down, issuing restrictions as infections
skyrocket.

USA TODAY

Running list: Which members of Congress have
tested positive for COVID-19?
At least Twenty-four members of Congress have tested
positive for COVID-19 or been diagnosed with it as the nation
continues to grapple with the pandemic.

Ad • thecompanystore.com
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39m ago

40m ago

41m ago

CBS News

DOJ says mental health policies at Mass. prisons
violate Constitution
"As a result of these failures and conditions, prisoners in
mental health crisis have engaged in self-harm and have died
or seriously injured themselves while on mental health…

Shaq's Yacht Is Literally A Floating Mansion
With A Yacht Like This, Does He Know Something That We
Don’t?

Associated Press

Biden, Modi discuss US-India ties in phone
conversation
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi held his first phone
conversation with U.S. President-elect Joe Biden, and they
agreed to work closely to further advance the Indo-U.S.…

AFP

In jihadist-hit Burkina areas, no elections -- and no
state
Two days before Burkina Faso's President Roch Marc
Christian Kabore held a campaign rally in the northern town
of Dori earlier this month, the body of a driver for a region…

Associated Press

3 former pro-democracy lawmakers arrested in Hong Kong
Hong Kong police arrested three former opposition
lawmakers Wednesday for disrupting legislative meetings
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Omaha legend
puts $91 billion

5GUnder-the-radar
stock could soar
with release of…

The Week

GOP members of Michigan's Wayne County Board of
Canvassers vote against certifying election results
On Tuesday, the four-member Wayne County Board of
Canvassers in Michigan failed to certify the Nov. 3 election
results, with the two Republicans on the committee voting…

AFP

Small networks boosted as Trump supporters reject
Fox
Tens of thousands of Donald Trump supporters, disbelieving
the presidential election results and increasingly frustrated
by the conservative Fox News, are turning -- often at the…

AFP

Hard-hit Brazil threatened by second wave of virus
After struggling for months to get its spiraling Covid-19
death toll under control, Brazil is now threatened by the
nightmare scenario that has already shaken the United…
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You pay how much for unlimited phone service?
It’s only $39.99 a month for unlimited data, text and talk on
Yahoo Mobile. And it’s all on Verizon’s 4G LTE Network.
Switch now.

AFP

Private protection: Croatian codpiece is hit with
tourists
Once used to warm men's private parts during harsh winters
in rural Croatia, the woollen codpiece or 'nakurnjak' is
making a comeback as a popular souvenir, thanks to a…

AFP

Can surgical masks be reused?
Health authorities say the most widespread anti-Covid
weapon -- surgical masks -- must be thrown away after a
single use, but environmental concerns are pushing some…

Associated Press

US paid for ambassador to New Zealand to fly on
private jet
The United States government paid for ambassador Scott
Brown and his wife to fly domestically in New Zealand on a
private jet so they could avoid going into quarantine at the…

Plug it in and stay safe - 24/7
Safeguard every inch of your home with SimpliSafe. Just order online, set up in under 30 minutes and
relax with 24/7 monitoring
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AFP

Francisco
Sagasti sworn
i PPeru's 76-year-old
new president
Francisco Sagas…

Engadget

Twitter users say fleets are ripe for harassment
Twitter has promised some fixes after users have spotted a
few issues with fleets.

USA TODAY

Trump ousts Homeland Security cyber chief Chris
Krebs, who called election secure
President Donald Trump fired Christopher Krebs, director of
DHS's Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.
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